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Hope's Peak Academy 
[3 a private school. 


Ah élite institution with strong 
government support, Hope's 
Peak scours Out high schoo! 
students, who. Yank ag the 
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I'm Makoto 
ANd NBER ss 
tomorrow, I 
enroll at Hope’s 


Peak Academy. 
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BELIEVE 
MWY BIG 
BROTHER 
GOT INTO 

SUCH AN 

AWESOME 

SCHOOL. 
IT’S TOO 
GOOD TO 
BE TRUE! 


WHAT 
OTHER 
PEOPLE 


THE 
THE “ULTI- THE 
“ULTI- MATE “ULTI- 
MATE MAR- MATE 
BASE- TIAL POP 
BALL ART- IDOL”} 
STAR” IST” 


EVERYONE 
IS TALKING 

ABOUT 
THEM 


YOU’RE JUST 
THE NORMAL 
GUY NEXT 
DOOR...HOW 
ARE you 
SUPPOSED TO 
STAND 
AGAINST 
THOSE 


‘DEAR MR. MAKOTO 


NAEGI--THIS YEAR OUR 
SCHOOL HAS DECIDED 
TO SELECT ONE Ty 
AVERAGE STUDENT HAVE 
THROUGH A LOTTERY. YOU 
AS THE WINNER OF KNOW... 
THAT LOTTERY, WE THE 
WOULD LIKE TO ACADEMY 
WELCOME YOU SCOUTED 
TO OUR SCHOOL ME! 
AS THE 
‘ULTIMATE i 
LUCKY STUDENT. ’ 
AS SUCH, WE |} Ph ty. 
HAVE INCLUDED | sini; a Ce e0 
THEHOFES | a 
PEAK “kits pee “ELA, 


ACADEMY | Bitacing PCS 
GUIDEBOOK } xy. Mtr 5 
SHOULD YOU | B8 >a si, P34. 
ENROLL...!” BF. ER 


Ly Ee EES 

BEA NIE ANN WORDS: | 
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REA TR NT 


I know you Ve 
been asking your- 
Self, “How will I 
get along there? 

I'm not special, ™ 


BurL rn} 


Sure youll be 
ust fine tbig] 
erother: 


i 
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you have a very 


fi y 
ye =) yy 
“khow.what 
out. wf, 
youte — 
thinking. ~ 
ne 
Y/ 


L know that 
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special gift ® bt 
Y me TULLE LLLLT| 
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: - You're Yel | 
— alittle more 

optimistic than the~ 
average person. ; 


a 


so 
LONG AS 

I PUSH 
FORWARD, 
SOMETHING 

GOOD IS 
BOUND TO 
HAPPEN..:! 
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..WHO 
WOULD WRITE 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS...1S IT 
SOME KINO OF 
JOKE...? 


SHOOT! 
EVERY- 
ONE’S 

SUP- 

POSED & 

TOBEIN fF 

THE GYM |. 
By 8:00! | - 


LI recognize 
these guys.../ 


YOU 


, 


: EVERYON NEW 
h HERE--JUST HERE 
| ENROLLED LIKE THE 
™ IN HOPE’S REST OF 
PEAK US...7 


4 
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A Acavemy 
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.. heyre 
all “Ultimate” 
high-schoo/ 
studenrs.../ 


NAEGI FROM 
BLACKROOT 
JUNIOR 

HIGH...? 


sac ~_{ T-TO BE 
~~ | HONEST, I 


= NEVER Se 
ono’ | oe REMEMBER 

CAN YOU SAY NOTICE A ME? THANK : 
THAT?! . GOODNESS! ar 

GO TO LIKE ME... ea > 

SCHOOL LET ALONE [- ‘ 

TOGETHER REMEM- 

FOR THREE BER ME! 


YEARS?! 


Her skin ig 0 
fair... just like a 
porcelain doll... 


Sh-she's 
50 cue... 


... #'S like she keeps 


getting prettier by 
the moment. 


Seer 


“ 


/ JUST HOW 
MUCH LONGER 

WERE YOU TWO 
PLANNING TO 

RATTLE ON...? I 
AM EAGER TO 
PROCEED TO 


UNCONSCIOUS, Pe’ 
E 7 ONLYZTO Boies 
N| OISCOVER WE ||* 


ONLY THAT-- 
ALL OF OUR 
STUFF |S 
GONE... 


EVEN 
BEFORE MY 
STRENGTH, 

THESE STEEL 
PLATES 
YET STOOD 
FAST... 


SCHOOL'S |i 
LAYIN’ DOWN Jag 


= 
ULTIMATE CLAIRVOYANT ~ 


YASUH lice HAGAKURE NS 


[ mys eatin 
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DO YOU 
f REALLY 
IT IS 4 ATHINK IT’S 
PERFECTLY a Wj wise TO 
CLEAR ) ~ JIN VJ ACTSO 
THAT +. i RS | | LAID 
PANICKING ” ) ; Fr: , AT\ BACK...? 
WILLGET = : V; 


6 KIVOTAKA ISHIMARU_ 


HAVING 
AWEL- 
COMING 
CERE- 
MONY! 


I wonder who she 
[g...? I didnt see 
anything about her 
online... 


a> " 
4st? 


Es Pa TBTH CLAS WE On CEREMONY 


LET’S GET 
THIS 
PARTY 
STARTED 


MMIC ROPHONE 
CHECK ONE, 
Tio! CAN 
ALL HEAR 
IME OUT 
THERE?! 


Wy 


Vian FNS WELCOMING CEREMONY 


AHEM. I'M 
PRESSED 
FOR TIME, AND 
YOU'RE NOT 
GETTING ANY 
YOUNGER. 
SOLET US 
BEGIN. 


NURTURE \ 
AND 


NOW, I 


DEVELOP BELIEVE 
THE RAYS Y'ALL ARE 
OF “HOPE” FAMILIAR 
NOW WHO ARE WITH THE 
TA MAKE SURE THE GOALS OF 
NO ONE STEALS FUTURE THIS MOST 
OUR NATIONAL OF OUR ELITE 
SUNSHINE... MEANIN’ LAND, et SCHOLARLY 
YOU FINE YOUNG INSTITU- 
PEOPLE OUT 
THERE... 
REGRETFULLY, 
EXTREME 
MEASURES 
MUST BE 


UNDERTAKEN. 


IT’S 
NOT AS 
BAD ASIT 
SOUNDS! WE 
GOT FOOD, 
CLOTHES, 
ENTERTAIN- 
MENT, 
WARM 
PLACE TO 
TAKE A 
OUMP-- 


AND IT'S 
NOT LIKE yOu 
CAN LEAVE! 
EVERY 
ENTRANCE 
AND EXIT IS 
SEALED, 
BOLTED, 
PADLOCKED, 
AND WALLED 
OFF!! 


AW, 

WHO AM I 
KIDDIN’? I 
DON’T REGRET 
ITAT ALL! SEE, 
WHAT I’M 
GONNA DO IS 
MAKE Y’ALL 
LIVE IN THIS 
SCHOOL... 


KIOS 


= ARE WEIRD THIS IS 
eerie. ABO 7 
FINISHED THE LUTELY 
WELCOMING CRAZY 
CEREMONY, ” 
ANO ALREADY " 


YA WANNA GO 
HOME! 


BEING 
EXPELLED. 
THE STUDENT 
CODE OF 
CONDUCT SAYS 
IT’S YER DUTY 
TA MAINTAIN 
AN “ORDERLY” 
COMMUNAL 
LIFE HERE AT 
OUR VERY 
OWN HOPE’S 
PEAK... 


TRUTH 
BE TOLO... 
THERE /S A 

WAY OUT OF 

HERE. 


... THEREFORE, 
IF SOMEONE 


DISTURBS 
THE ORDER, 
THE THAT 
FOLLOWING PERSON... 
ACTIONS ANO THAT 
QUALIFY AS PERSON 
DISTURBING ALONE... WILL 
THE HAVE TO 
ORDER. LEAVE THE 


SCHOOL. 


ANYWAY, 
THAT’SA 
WRAP. SO IN 
CONCLU- 
SION, 
PLEASE BE 
SURE TO 
KILL. KILL, 
KILL LIKE 
MAAADDD! 


somebody... ?. 


PU PUL... 
SORRY. 
ALL THIS 
EXCITE- 
MENT! THE 
ADRENA- 
LINE...IT’S 
AHEAD 
RUSH, I 
TELL 
YA. 


IN 
SHORT, 
YOU ARE 
FREE TO KILL 
HOWEVER 
you CHOOSE 


THE 
ONLY WAY FOR 
ASTUDENT TO 

LEAVE THIS 
SCHOOL IS TO 
“GRADUATE"... 

BY COMMIT TIN’ 
MURDER! 


TOO 
GOOD TO 
TALK TO ME 
ALL OF A 
SUDDEN? 
ANO WHY YOU 
BEEPIN’...? 


WELL, IF 
you DON’T 
WANNA 
TALK, I 
GUESS 
I’M JUST 
GONNA HAVE 


..BETTER 
LOOKING 
THAN 
YA ARE 
NOW. 
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I’LL 
LET YA 
OFF WITH 
A WARNING 
THIS TIME, 
BUT I WON’T 
LET IT SLIDE 


YOU'RE 
TOO OLD FOR 
A SPANKING, 
SO BREAK 
THE RULES 
AN’ YA CAN 
EXPECT 
SOMETHING 
MORE 

ye SEVERE!!! 


YOU CAN’T 


WHY 


HAVE TO EXPECT US 
KILL EACH TO TAKE 
OTHER, ANOTHER 
; ANYWAY? PERSON'S 


LIFE...! 


OH, 


¢ * & #8 #2 WHATEVER * $$ & ® JEEZ. # & 

* 6 © « = « ef HAPPENEDTO oe @ 8 & IS THE ® 
GUTS? THAT PITFALL OF 

. GET-UP-AND-GO ¥ * *| PRESSURE- | ® 

i“ & 8 SLAUGHTER : FREE ‘ 

SPIRIT? EDUCATION |.” 

ee @e 6 TODAY'S i. REARIN’ pf « 
Pa KIDS GOT NO I ~ J ITS UGLY 

ee ee HEAD? / * * 


WHAT SO- 
EVER. 


AN’ BY 
BUSINESS, I OF 
COURSE MEAN 
MURDER! WATCH 
THESE, AN’ EVEN 
YOUR LIMP, PACIFISTIC 
GENERATION WILL 
MAE FEEL A MIGHTY 
BLOOD UP ese HANKERIN’ FOR 
SO YA CAN BN HOMICIDE! 


START 
SPILLIN’ 
OTHERS’! 
B INCENTIVE, 
THAT'S WHAT 
4 ICALL 
ITH! 


PARTING GIFT 
FROM THE 
WELCOMING 
CEREMONY! EACH 
INDIVIDUALLY 
CRAFTED WITH JUICY 
FOOTAGE THAT’S 
SURE TO MAKE YA 
ALL GET DOWN TO 
BUSINESS! 


Yncentive”... Pf 


re) yer FELLOW 
( xe. \ Ios SOF HG PE". 
cane, ju wins rH Pai 1 


|\ CEREMONY Ie ro He i Ge 
IS OVER. | ie I Ot 
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v 
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TRYING TO 
FEED US 
LIES!! 


Wi R 


RIGHT ON! 
LET'S 
BREAK 
OUTTA 


\ HERE 1! } 4 ¢ A NEEDTO 


TOGETHER 
' 


BELIEVE THIS 
THERE’S OVO. 


WH- 
WHY DO 
YOU HAVE TO 
GO?! I-I 
CAN'T LEAVE 
AFTER EVERY- Bas 

ONE INVITED fi 
\ ME TO HANG 
OUT WITH 
THEM...! 


WELL, 
THEY SAID 
I’M THE 
ULTIMATE 
LUCKY 
STUDENT 
ANO-- 


SUPPOSE THAT 
MAKES SENSE. 
IT WOULD 
EXPLAIN HOW 
A MUNDANE 
MAN WITH NO 
TALENT OR 
PROSPECTS 
MANAGED TO 
GET INTO THIS 
ACADEMY. 


DON’T 
MISUNDERSTAND. 
YOU ANO THE | 
OTHERS MAY 
FOLLOW My, 
ORDERS...BUT, 
THE OPPOSITE, \j\ 
WILL NEVER HOLO\ 
TRUE. x} 


$0 cruel and merciless 
thelr message... They i 
seemed fo say...“You 
are adrift in these mighty 
$eas...Nothing you 
Might do could turn the 
waves of this vast 
ocean!" 


ER. 


7T-Togamis 


=> €Ye$...$eemed 


aS Cold ag 
lf he were 


looking dowh 


at plankton! 


LISTEN... 
NEVER 
TELL ME 
WHAT 
TOCDO, 
COMMON- 


ITIS 
NEITHER THE 
STRONG NOR 
THE CLEVER 
WHO SURVIVE... 
BUT THOSE : 5 
WHO CAN = = ORJAN 
CHANGE TO Sw’ \y as ABILITY TO 
MEET THE SURVIVE. 
SITUATION. 


IHATE 
TO SAYIT.... 
| | BUT LET'S 
be ae 1 ot ACCOMPANY 
HA as Z | ae a THOSE TWO 
WHAT | a 8 eae TO THE AV 
VIDEOS pian ey iooieasiie 
SHOW 
SOME- 
THING 


_/{ CANG, 
7| THE SCHOOL 

~ (s) WENTALL 
Sy OUT ON THIS 
EVENT, HUH? 
THIS WHOLE 

KILLER 

GAME THING 

IS PRETTY 

INTENSE! 


IF IT 
WEREN'T 
FOR YOU, I'D 
FEEL SO 
HELPLESS 
AND 


YOU'RE 
SUCH AN 
OPTIMIST. 


souk 
REALLY AM 
GLAD THAT 
YOU'RE HERE, 


Y-YOU SS, 

SAW THAT? 

ONE OF THE 

MADE ME; 

A MEMBER 
OFTHE \ 
LIVESTOCK. 
COMMITTEE... f 


BuT 
I WAS 
~ HONESTLY 
- IM- 
PRESSED 


NAEGI, 
DO YOU 
CRANE BACK 
IN JUNIOR 
HIGH...? 


YOu 
KNOW. 
YOU WENT 

TOTHE | 
WOODS TO } 
RELEASE | 
A CRANE 
THAT HAD 
WANDERED | 
ONTO 
CAMPUS. 
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BUT 
IDO HAVE 

A STRONG 

HUNCH 

YOU'RE GOING 
TO SAVE 
ME JUST 
LIKE YOU 
DIO THAT 
CRANE! 


AS YOUR 
REWARD FOR 
CHEERING ME 
UP, I'M GOING 
TO BECOME 
YOUR 
ASSISTANT! 


YOUR 
“ULTIMATE 
ASSISTANT”! 
LET’S WORK 
TOGETHER 
TO GET 
OUT OF 
THIS 
ACADEMY! 
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GIVE US 
MOTIVE... 


Mor! Dad! 
SIs! This was... this 
was tilmed at my 

house.../ 


SON, 
CONGRATU- 
LATIONS! 


y= =f srs 


-==~./ LIKEA 7 

BIG PROUD DREAM » 

aac Sa;| ~~ |conetiue | \ 

MAK- |, 

WATCHING ro, KA | GETINTO 
THIS?! HOPE'S 
HANG IN PEAK 
ACADEMY. 


BUT 
‘ THEY 
ALAS! WHO . .. ASSUMED THEY'RE 
COULD a YY B THEIR YOUR 
POSSIBLY HAVE WARM TYPICAL 
FORESEEN EVERYDAY HAPPY 
SOMETHING LIVES FAMILY. 


?) WOULD 
LIKE THIS?! pecs 


FOR- 
EVER. 


ri 


HERE'S A 
QUESTION 
FOR YATO 
PONDER! 
WHADDYA Lf 
: | THINK ee 
S| HAPPENED |[t% 
|| TO THIS 
FAMILY...? 
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/ UPU PU! 
LOOKS 


FINO 
THE 
ANSWER 
“TO 
THAT 
QUESTION. 


EVEN 
IF IT MEANS 
KILLING 
SOMEON 


i 
‘a ) 


THIS 
IS WHAT 
YOU CALL 
“MOTIVE,” 
ISN'T 


BUT IF 
YOU DON'T 
BELIEVE 
Me, I 
SUPPOSE 
YOU COULD 


WHAT 
I DON’T 
UNDER- 
STANO IS 
WHY. WHY 
ARE YOU 
DOING ALL 
THIS...f 


Oe 
onto 
Ses 
es 


ee 


ee 
Sites 
Se 


Really, I sho. 
have underst 


“sed «=f SOP CKO 
~~ | CBSE PCR 
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LUCK YISTUACHigan 
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A SCHOOL OF HOPE... WITH STUDENTS OF DESPA/R/ 


THE ANIMATI&¢V 


HEAD- 
MASTER 
MONOKUMA 
FROM 
HOPE’S 
PEAK 
: ACADEMY 
FILLED HERE. HOW 
WITH Ey THE HELL 
ARE YA? 


DESPAIR 
YET? 


a 


Pay ae Sea 


May yous 
E eivou the 

i eights, OF pes \ CAN 
Ren S af \ be fli \W 1 SZ. RECAP. I'VE 

: \ mf IMPRISONED 

= FIFTEEN FINE 

IN YOUNG BOYS 
THIS ANDO GIRLS. 

THE FUTURE 


CHAPTER... | 
A STUDENT . p OF OUR 
AS NATION... 


DIES!!! 


THEY HAVE 
TO KILL 
} EACH 
‘| OTHER IF 
se ultimate THEY EVER 
despair: i WANT TO 
i. Hs rd = \ 


* 


{QE 
02 [TABIMORMAL i 
SURVIVE) (ORI 
= : 


mA\ A 


AND 


—z, OD oe" SO, MY 
Se A FS FELLOW 
STUDENTS, 
I REGRET 
TO CONFIRM 
§ THAT THE 
LAST 
SEVERAL 
PATH WILL sonyS OF 
REVEAL . 
) ITSéLr iF / HAVE FAILED 
Z WE REMAIN 
) DILIGENT! 
> <i) FeLrLow 
~) STUDENTS! 
HAVE YOu 
NOTED 
ANYTHING OF 
INTEREST?! 


THEY'VE 
GOTA 
WARE- 


REFRAIN 
DURING 
THE 
CONFER- 


~— 


Shes been SS 
withdrawn ever 
Since we Saw 
those videos. I 
hope she’s 

okay... 


"i 


YS ibe 


Ot 


ey 


Asse 
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W-WHAT’S 
TAKING THE 
/ = coPpsso 
} ‘ST TT] ACHING WE) LONG? SHOULD 
x pete AND COME ) WE GIVE UP ON 
SIT DOWN. THE IDEA OF 
SIT ANY- SOMEONE 
COMING TO 
SAVE US...? 


\ ; EVER 
‘ \ \ i HEARD OF 
LIKE yOu SAS i go. 
pesibeneaid \ _ | | EOITING?! 
LAUGH!! ( >) 
BACK IN 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL, yOu 
HAD THAT 
FUGLY BUZ2- 


AN 
INDUSTRY 
“ EN- 
TRENCHED 
IN LIES, 


BUT, 
ANO THEN Y'KNOW, I'M 
THE LADIES DROPPING 
BASEBALL 

TO MAKE 


jf ACTUALLY, 
NEECTO WY DON’T 


BOTHER hid STRESS ON 
WITH ALL ; IT, KUWA- 
. TANS! MY 
READINGS 
SAY YOU 
WON'T MAKE 
ITASA 
MUSICIAN, 
HIT OR 
OTHER- 
WISE. 


HA HA... 
THEY’RE 
QUITE THE 
CHARAC- 
TERS... 


‘BUT THEY MUS 
NOT LET:THE 
OTHER 
STUDENTS. 
FINO OUT 
WHAT THEY. 
HAVE ® 
CONE.” 


IT 
MEANS EXACTLY 
WHAT IT SAYS. IN 
ESSENCE, THE 
RULE STATES 
THAT IF YOU’RE 
GOING TO 
COMMIT MURDER, 
DO SO IN 
SECRET. 


RATHER 
INTRIGUING 
ASPECT OF 
THE SCHOOL 
REGULA- 
TIONS HAS 
CAUGHT MY 
THIS EYE. 
E-HAND- 
BOOK WE 
RECEIVED 


NOW 
WHAT 
PRECISELY 
DO YOU 
MAKE OF 
THAT? 


YOu 
MEAN 
‘MUST NOT 
LET THE 
OTHER 
STUDENTS 
FINO OUT"...? 
I'M KINOA 
CURIOUS 
MYSELF... 


THERE 
MAY 
ALREADY 
BE ONE 
AMONG 
US... 


PLOTTING 
TO COMMIT 
MURDER. 


ZS 
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I'VE HAO 
ENOUGH 
OF YOUR 
FALSE 
CAMARA- 
DERIE! 


Everyone is 
arifting apart... 


ANYONE 
WOULD 
WANT TO 
SPY ON 
Me... 


really manage 
to break 
out of here. the 
way things 
stand...? II 


NECESSARY 
TOPUTA 
CAMERA IN 
EACH OF 
OUR 
ROOMS 

? 


TO 
BOTHER 
YOU AT 

THIS 


Y 
SORRY. 


? 


: 


STAY 
WITH YOU 


FORA 
WHILE 


NAEGI 
MAYI 


SOMEONE... 
TRIED TO 
FORCE OPEN 
MY DOOR... 


=) 


SOMEONE | ve 
IT W- rT 
MUST HAVE jy ™ on FORA 
FALLEN FOR WHILE... THEN 


ALL THAT | y wf 

Ri | NONSENSE ||| | THEY FINALLY 
~ ONO 1 | GAVE UP AND 
4 oe | ma | \ CEFT...I CON’T 


cian | A FSA want To Be 


.. WHOEVER 
IT WAS... 
THEY MUST 
‘WANT 
OUT" 2S. 
SO THEY... 


.. Hey inéd fo Kill 
Maizono... 7f 


LL CAN'T 
TAKE THIS 
ANYMORE...! 


PE scx 
IT’S TOO 


WHY...1S 
SOMEONE 
TORMENTING 
US? 


pe 2 
PROTECT 
YOU. 


p A ay \ YOU'RE 
PROMISE : : ‘ . THE ONLY 
YOU'LL ALWAYS BIA OVENS Peat = ONE ICAN 
BE ON My SIDE, f AW YI OY ‘ oy TRUST, 
NO MATTER oft IN : : 
WHAT! 


..COME 
WHAT 
MAY, WE'LL 
ALWAYS 
HAVE EACH 
OTHER'S 
BACKS!! 


HERE’S A 
THOUGHT! 
WHY DON’T 


YOU STAY 
IN MY 


wl NVITING 
ME TO 
SPEND THE 
NIGHT WITH 
YOU? 


HONEST... 
IT’S NOT LIKE 
I'O MINO OR 
ANYTHING... 
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NAEGI, YA 
RAISED IT... 


WHAT 
THE HECK 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT?! 


Why, the 
romance ag, 
of course. Way 
Up on the pole. 


NAEGI, I CAME 
TA TELL YA 
SOMETHIN’ 

VERY 
IMPORTANT. 


IN 


\ 
NAEGI, [T'S \\ 
YOUR BATHROOM! i 
YABEENLOCKED (\\ 
OUT OF IT, RIGHT?! “x 
THINK YOU'VE 
BEEN HIT WITH 
THE ULTRA 
MAGICAL BEARY 
BAD ATTACK..?! 


ANY 
\ 


FINE NOW! 
IF THAT’S 


DO 
re DON’T 
4 HOLD BACK. 
I MEAN, ON 
ACCOUNT 
OF 
ISTURBING % soe eale 
BINEIGHBORS. RWOr 
ACT MORE 
LIKE A 
CARNIVORE 
THAN Z DO... 
AND I'MA 


ONE 
LAST THING. 
THESE 
ROOMS ARE 


WHOEVER 
IS CON- 
TROLLING 
HIM. 


THAT’O 


AST 
SAID, I'M AN 


FELL FOR 
IT AGAIN, 
NAEGI!! 


HAVE KEEN 
INTUITION. 


... That you feel What a 
good enough to relief 
Joke again. Maizono, 
I'm glad... 


«dL Swear 
that I will 
get you 
out of 
here. 


Maizono... 


“,. You sald Affer all... 
that you're my 
assistant, 
didnt you... ? 


... but I could ... That's right. I switched Wait... where am TI... ? 
swear that I rooms with Maizono. Maybe 
slept better it’s just my imagination... 
thah usual ih 
her bed. 


«NOT 
THAT I ce 
BLAME YOU \ 4 
FOR BEING 
TIREO! THE 
CONFINES OF 
THESE WALLS 
MAKE IT 
IMPOSSIBLE 
TO OIFFER- 
ENTIATE 
NIGHT FROM 
DAY! 


SLEEPING 
PATTERNS 


AS OF 
TODAY, WE 

SHOULD MAKE 
A POINT OF 

ALWAYS 

DININGASA 
GROUP FOR = 

BREAKFAST!" \ 


I hope Maizono 
slept Okay... 


HAVING 
EXPLAINED 
THE PLAN, 
WE’RE ALL 
MEETING IN 
THE DINING 
HALL. INEED 
TO GO WAKE 
EVERYBODY 


someone 
Swapped our 
hameplates. 


ee 


go 
0,0, 9.0.4 
SPS 


» While Wiping Fees 


With one 
exceprion... 


sso. 
IMAGINE 
SHE MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
EXCEP- 
TIONALLY 
TIRED. 


... Why do I have 
this awful sinking 
feeling... ? 


WG 
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Maizono, I 
promised Id 
protect you... 


Maizono, I 
gave you my 
word... 


Maizono... 


oe 
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> 
RO) 
A i 
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Why did I 
pass out... ? 


SINCE 
YOU WERE 
OUT COLD, 

WE HAD 
TO CARRY 
YOu 

CLEAR 

FROM 

YOUR 

ROOM! 


FINALLY 
AWAKE! 


This... really (6 
happening... 


\ = 
—— 


° Wie 
ANNOUNCED })\, ‘ 
3 


DISCUSS 
WITH 
US... 


BACK AT THE 
SAFARI PARK, 
I WAS KNOWN 

FOR BEING 
MORE OF A 
STICKLER FOR 
THE RULES 
THAN YOUR 
AVERAGE 
BEAR!! 


.THISIS 
ENTIRELY 
WITHIN THE 
RULES...SO 
IT’S NOT 
LIKE THE 


KILLER DID 
ANYTHIN’ 


SIMPLY... 


IT’S 
JUST LIKE 
I TOLD 
YA...RIGHT 
AT THE 
START. 


1 


DICXVAIE 


‘ed 


ASLONG  BARKIN' 
AS YA OBEY 
Cee. UP THE 


AGAINST YOU 
STUDENTS! rd 


hwy 


IF IT 
WASN’T 
« a. you, 
4 _ \\ THEN 
V ey WHO 
‘Vig KILLED 


.. Ae telling 
the truth? 


..ONE 
OF YOU 
KILLED 
SAYAKA 
MAIZONO IN 
ORDER TO 
“GRADU- 
ATE." 


ASSUMING 
THE MURDERER 
IS AMONG 
US...DOESN’T 
THAT MEAN 
——- THEY ARE NOW 
=a bores ALLOWED TO 
LEAVE...? 


OF YOUTH! 
JUST KILL 
SOMEONE 
AND WALTS 
RIGHT OUT, 


NO! 
JUST... 

NO! THE 
SHOW'S 


STAGE OF 
j THE GAME 
IS... 


REQUIRE- 


IF THE 
ARGUMENTS POSED 
IN THE CLASS 
TRIAL LEAD YA 
TO THE CORRECT 
ANSWER, I'LL 
ONLY “PUNISH" THE 
KILLER GUILTY OF 
DOISTURBIN' THE 
ORDER! 


HOWEVER... 
AN IF YA GUESS 
THAT'S WRONG, ONLY 
YOU. THE STUDENT 
DECIDE WHO GOT 
WHO'S AWAY WITH 
GUILTY. THE MURDER 
WILL SURVIVE! 
ALL OF THE 
INNOCENT 
STUDENTS 
WILL GET 
“PUNISHED" 
INSTEAD!!! 


you COULD 
BE ZIP-A-DEE 
ZAPPED IN AN 
ELECTRIC CHAIR! 
CHOKEDY- 
CHOKED INA 
GAS CHAMBER! 
RIPPEDY- 
RIPPED UP 
IN THIS 
GIANT FOOD 
PROCESSOR 
y I’M WORKIN’ 


I GET THIS 
RIGHT...? IF WE 
CORRECTLY 
IDENTIFY THE 
CULPRIT, YOU 
WILL ONLY KILL 
THEM ...BUT YOU 
WILL EXECUTE US 
ALL IF WE GUESS 

WRONG? 


, BOON 
y¢ ‘A ‘ Ae 
NF 

VAS, 


\V 


ic 
‘ CLA 


S : KC 
WA iis 


S Z, D~ 
% 
z i 


YOu 
GOT IT 
EXACTLY 
RIGHT. 


AN’ THE 
WAY YA CASUALLY 
IMPLIED THAT 
YOU HAPPEN TA 


CLEVER 


BE INNOCENT WAS 
A NICE LITTLE 
TOUCH. 


DON’T 
GIVE ME 
ig Oe 


ABSOLUTELY we S THIS Is 
“qparmicipare |\Se ‘| ALLABIG Ny 
Y MESSED-UP BUNCH OF | Allin | 
: crazy 4 Lilli) 

BULLSHIT 


.NOTH- PaARTICI- 
ING 


”'\oetective \ 
FOR you?! 


B- 
BUT AS 
YOUR 

HEAD- 
MASTER... 
I’M NOT 
ABOUT TA 
YIELD TO 
EVIL. 
IT’S THE 
MONO- 
KUMA 

WAY TO / 
FIGHT 
TA THE 
BITTER 


SINCE 
“ACTS OF 
y VIOLENCE 
AGAINST 
HEAD- 
MASTER 
MONOKUMA 
ARE 
STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED,” 
DION’T YA 
JUST BREAK 
A SCHOOL 
RULE? 


\ 


LNW 


x \ 
YY } 


Af 
~ Wj 
™ Wf, 


ACTIVATE... | 


in SS 


~IGUNGNIR 


eoaeeeer? 


IHAD 
WANTED TO 
AVOID AS MANY 
UNNECESSARY 
DEATHS AS 
POSSIGLE... 


OH, THIS 
ISATRULY 
POWERFUL 


IF YA 
DON’T WANNA 
END UP LIKE 
HER...BETTER 
STICK TO 
THE SCHOOL 
REGULATIONS 
LIKE GLUE!!! 


te 
REALIZE ALL 
TOO WELL NOW 
THAT AN “OATH” 
CAN HOLO 
IMMENSE 
POWER. 


LATER, = 
EVERYBODY! wos 
SEE YAAT ANYWAY... oo 
THE CLASS GOOD ae 
» TRIAL. AND, LUCK ON 
OH YEAH... YER 
INVESTI- 


GATION. 


WT 


\ 
| 
{ \ \ 4} | 
j 
j 


Q99009= = 


ee 


Fim T aS SINCE YER 
oS eam ee OBVIOUSLY A 
BBS BUNCH OF RANK 


AMATEURS AT 
WITH THE CAUSE CRIME SOLVIN... 


OF DEATH...HUH? YA IVE THROWN 
WANNA KNOW HOWL TOGETHER A BRIEF 
KNOW THE CAUSE? pepoRT ABOUT THE 
WELL, IT’S “CAUSE” MURDER! 
I SAW THE 
WHOLE THING 


Ut Soo Uo 
i) Tent ota oyoconanea, 


W INJURY (FATAL): 
STAB WOUND TO 
STOMACH 


INJURY (NON-FATAL): 
WELT ON RIGHT WRIST 
EVIDENCE OF 
FRACTURE 


YET ALSO 
REMARK- 
ABLY 


TOOK PECULIAR 


PLACE IN 
“MAKOTO 
NAEGI’S 
PRIVATE 
BED- 
ROOM." 


ANE 
ae \ ‘| 


ZZAIS 


you’ve 
ALL 


NO 
ONE WANTS 
TO HEAR 
YOUR PLEA. 
IT’S ONLY 
NATURAL TO 
SUSPECT YOU 
\ GIVEN THE 
. .CURING SITUATION. 
THIS 
“CLASS 
TRIAL" 
MONOKUMA 
SPEAKS 
OF. 


SURVIVING STUDENTS: 13 


LIANGLANVAONVPA PROF ME ME ORMRE 


LAN AMMEN 


A SCHOOL OF HOPE... WITH STUDENTS OF DESPA/R/ 


THE ANIMATI&¢V 


AH! THE 
CAREFREE 


AND 
SIESTA- DAYS OF 
TIME MUTUAL 
KILLING... 


DESPAIR. 


stronety Vl, oe 7 = owayier ON 
ENDORSE THE 3 F7/), mt COULD BELESS Y 
ANY SERIOUS FOR 


HIBERNATION \y | (fe . + WS 
DIET. Y'ALL yA ° . AA wy A MOMENT... 
SHOULD GIVE ay = = OTN \ ig WHAT'RE YER 
ITA TRY THIS THOUGHTS ON 
: \ THE POPULAR 


YEAR, ONCE : seh 
THE SNOW =. , \ DIETS THESE 


STARTS 


FALLING. 
SONALLY, 


I FEEL THAT 
I'M AT MY 
SLIMMEST IN 
THE SPRING. I 
MEAN, RIGHT 
AFTER I WAKE 
UP FROM THE 
WINTER. 


HMM. 


Y'KNOW, COME TO THINK 
I BET BOTH OF IT...DION’T 
OF THEM THE ULTIMATE POP 
WERE INTO SENSATION ANO 


THE ULTIMATE 
FASHIONISTA KICK 
THE BUCKET? 


OIETS. 


We have to, reveal  «é jen . ee i. Nes Sy, nr 
/ the kiler, hiding 4 fy es en Enoshina, 
y } F among ua & Gels killed... Now 
re a * his class trial (6 


“thrown in our 
\ \ faces. \ \ 


NAS, 
. AS z 


| \ 
AF , YOU'VE ¥ 


Z 
\ JUST Ky Yf ),, SOTIT 
W swaPred (\) ; 
Rooms \)v 
WITH HER \¢ 
FORTHE 
NIGHT 


S 


HEY, HOW 
LONG DO 
YOU INTENO 
TO KEEP AT 
THIS...7 


Ne iy | 


« 
Ss 


A 


\ 


CO- 
OPER- 


|} ATION 
P| ALTHOUGH Is 


EACHOF ESSEN- 

US MUST _ TIAL... 
DECIDE FOR 
OURSELVES 


..1 DON’T 
BELIEVE IT’S 
TERRIBLY WISE 
TO BLINOLY 
SUSPECT 
EVERYONE. 


IT WILL 
ONLY LEAD 
TO THE SAME 
GRIEVOUS 
OUTCOME 
AS BLINOLY 
TRUSTING 
EVERYONE. 


THERE |S 
CERTAINLY 
NOTHING 


FROM 
FOREVER 


ONLY i\\| }/ SY GET THIS 
BECAUSE INVESTI- 
EXECUTION Lf] | , GATION 

AWAITS THE 

WHOLE LOT OF 

US IF WE FAIL 

o TO IDENTIFY 
A THE CULPRIT. 


y 


WE 
IT’S SHOULD 
IMPERATIVE SPLIT UP 
THAT WE FOR 
FINO CLUES NOW. 
ANO DRAW 
INFERENCES 
THAT WILL 
LEAD US 
TO THE 
GUILTY. 


W- 
WHATEVER... 
IT’S NOT LIKE 
WE NEED TO 

DO ANYTHING. 
W-WE ALREADY 


KNOW WHO 


rola 


+4 


commence! 


= Dhavetodo 
- something... 


. 


At this 
rate, we're all 
going fo... 


Phu bal 


op Mgoing 10 eh 
Manakunia kill iii 


hy 


we THAN 
MY ROOM... 
WITH 
MAIZONO’S 
NAMEPLATE 
ON THE 
DOOR. 


MAIZONO 


WHATEVER. SEE, THAT 
IHATE 


al | WOMAN TOLD US 
RACKIN’ MY = THAT WE'D BE IN 
BRAIN, SO 


i i § DEEP SHIT IF THE 
THIS SUITS Pe KILLER TRASHED 
MEFINE... J) | | | THE EVIDENCE. 


SEE. I'M 
ALREADY 
FINISHING 
UP. 


TLL 
CRUSH THE 
LIFE RIGHT 


She's good... I 
wohder what her 


OUTTA YA 
IF YER EVEN THINK } 
PLANNIN’ ABOUT 
ANY FUNNY 
BUSINESS... 


WITH THE 
CRIME 
SCENE. 


LT still dont know 
what tleld she’s 
“ultimate” in. 


...What exactly} / 
oom | 200ENEd Uh thi done ih a 
room...? ‘ | | hight. I 


..WHY DOES THE 
SHEATH HAVE A 
GOUGE THAT 
LOOKS LIKE IT 
WAS MADE BY 
SOME SORT OF 
BLADE...? 


WERE 
SEWING 
KITS IN 
THE 
GIRLS’ 
ROOMS. 


THE ONLY 
BATHROOM 
DOOR THAT 

GETS 
JAMMED, BUT 
IT’S EASY TO 
OPEN ONCE 
YOU GET THE 
HANG OF 
IT. 


YEAH. 
LOOKS 
LIKE ALL 
OF THE 
GUYS GOT 
ONE IN 
THEIR 
ROOM. 


HUH...? NO. 
MAIZONO 
ANDO I ARE 
THE ONLY 
ONES WHO 
KNEW 
ABOUT IT. 


NAEGI, 
DIO YOU 
TELL 
ANYONE 
THAT YOU 
HAVE A 
FINICKY 
DOOR...? 


SETTLES 
WHAT? I’M 
TOTALLY 
LOST 
HERE... 


N 


THE 
WISHES 
OF THE 

DECEASED 
REMAIN, 

EVEN AFTER 

THE BODY IS 


LIVING CAN 
INTERPRET 
THOSE 
THOUGHTS 
ANO 
DESIRES. 


..EVEN NOW, 
MAIZONO |S 
TRYING TO 
TELL YOU 
SOMETHING. 


I have to ... 2 have to 
know why know the truth. 
Maizono _ 
was 
killed... 


SS OTHERWISE @ 
= ILLNEVER ©] 
= BEABLETO 

= ACCEPT HER 

Z DEATH!! 


Maizono... 


THIS IS 
WHAT 


STABBED 
ONCE IN 
THE : 
STOMACH... 
WITHA 
KITCHEN 
KNIFE. 


WROTE THIS 
NUMBER 
WITH THE 
LAST OF HER 
BLOOD...! 


/ 


HER 
RIGHT 
WRIST IS 
BROKEN. 


JUST 
ASI 
THOUGHT! 
ONE OF 
THEM IS 
MISSING. 


THAT 
KNIFE WAS 
TAKEN 
FROM THE 
KITCHEN! 


JUST 
TAKING A . 
BREAK. | 
ACTUALLY, I've NOPE-F Ye. ike 
BEEN DOING K eee | 
sae OWNING 
WHOLE TIME. I \ =| ; 
DON’T KNOW 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT 
INVESTIGAT- 
ING. 


I'VE 
SEEN THEM |S THE KNIVES 
THEM MISSING. IN THE 


THE KITCHEN 
KNIFE 
DISAPPEARED 
WHILE YOU 
WERE HERE 
ORINKING 
TEA...? GOT 
Es 


set 
THEN ONE 
WAS GONE 
BY THE TIME 
I FINISHED 
ANO WENT 
BACK. 


NOT YESTER- 


SURE WHY, DAY 


BUTI EVE- 
THINK THE NING 
DINING ANDO 
HALL’S TODAY. 
KINOA 


\ RELAXING. 


giggle 


KITCHEN? 


THEY 
WERE ALL 
THERE 
WHEN I 
WENT TO 
THE 
KITCHEN 
= || LAST NIGHT 
FORA 
CUP OF 
TEA... 


HMF. 
MONOKUMA 
PUT ME ON 
TRASH DUTY 
YESTERDAY, 
SOTM 
OROPPING 
BYTO 
CHECK ON 
THINGS. 


ACTUALLY, 
IWAS KINDA 
HOPING 
YOU'D LET 
ME GO IN 
THERE WITH 

YOU... 


HEH! 
WELL, IF 


I’M ONLY 


INTERESTED 


IN TWO- 


DIMENSIONAL 


GIRLUS!! I 
COULON’T 
CARE LESS 
ABOUT 3-0 
CHICKS... 
FIGURINES 
EXCEPTED 


m 


AMR. 
MAKOTO 
NAEGI, I 

CERTAINLY 
HOPE YOu 
DON’T THINK 
IWAS 
ABOUT TO 


] THE GIRLS’ 
GARBAGE! 


INCINER- 
ATOR'S 
BEEN 
LEFT 


I'VE GOT 
THE ONE 
AND 
ONLY KEY 
TO THE 
SHUT- 


TERS! 


Chunks of broken glass... 


This ig 
blood! 


LT bet it’s 
Qa piece of 
evidence 
the killer 
tried to 
destroy.../ 
HOW CAN 
THIS BE?! I 
ou Bove MADE SURE 
USE THE \5\ yesterbay’ 
J ; AY! 


) 
b 
Le 


ree ash 
COON AOE 


YOu 
JUST PUSH 
THE UPPER 
PSYCHIC f E we TURNIT ON 


ANDO THE 
POWER LOWER 


DID YOU | BUTTON 


USE TO , ’ TO TURN 
TURN ON be IT OFF. 
THE : ANYWAY... 
INCINER- 
ATOR 


DON’T 
THEY LOOK 
SIMPLY 
FABULOUS 
BENEATH 
THE 
BRILLIANT 
SFOT- 
LIGATAat 


ae 
STARTED 
ACTING 
STRANGE 
AFTER WE 
WATCHED 
THESE 
OvOS. 


ULTIMATE 
gt al 
SENSATION 
SAYAKA 
MAIZONO 
IS THE LEAD 
SINGER IN 
AHIT IDOL 
GROUP! 


I-T. 
MEAN, 
IF THIS 
REALLY 
HAPPENED... \: 
IT’O BE 
AB-BIG 


If the 
mastermind 
a behind this 
has that 


( 

G\8\ kind of 
oe 

\" power... 
(2) 

\7 .theh who 


are we really 
dealing with, 


PLEASE 
ENTER THE 
COURT- 
ROOM 
THROUGH 
THE 
ELEVATOR 
BEHINO THE 
RED DOORS 
IN THE 
SCHOOL 


RNs 
OSS A 


SS SSn \\“\"\ NH | YY YY : aD 


— E— 22Gg@ 


CO bkx—$$$$- =e DENlOUSs, 
1 —L—xL_= , 


QAR — 
GIB 


lives aré On 
_ the lihé...jna 
= pervwous class ~ 


NYO 
HO Ho! 
TOOK 
YA LONG 
ENOUGH! 


MOVING 
RIGHT 
ALONG! 
THE 
STUDENTS 


we YOU 
NEED TO BE 
THE ONE TO 
CRACK THIS 


YOU 
WON'T BE HAPPY 


WITH HOW THIS 
ENDS. 


wl’ M 
DOING THAT 
THIS FOR WAS THE 
MAIZONO, PLAN... 


TOO. 


WAIT. 


uF YA BEFORE 
CORRECTLY z oan sod 
IDENTIFY MasShng 
HOWEVER, THE 
IF YAGUESS KILLER, rm GIVE YOu 
WRONG, ONLY GONNA ABASIC 
T’LL PUNISH THEY USE YER REFRESHER 
BUT THE PUNISHED! DETERMINE a 
GUILTY PUNK! THE TRIAL 
HAVING WORKS! 
SUCCESSFULLY 
DECEIVED 
Y'ALL, THE 
MURDERER 
GETS TO 


GRADUATE! 


FOR THE 
RECORD, I 

WATCHED THE 

OH? WHOLE THING 
YOU'RE HAPPEN FROM BE- 

GINNING TO END 

Beet ies ON THE SECURITY 

KEEP THIS CAMERA...SO I 


KNOW WHO 
AE jg DIO IT. 


TRIAL? 


a BASEN 


OTHERWISE, 
HOW COULD 
IPASSAFAIR 
JUODGMENT WHEN 
ALL IS SAID AND 
DONE...? 


BUT, GEE, 
WE’RE ATA 
COMPLETE 
LOSS HERE! 


GOD- YOU CAN’T 
DESSES, EXPECT US 
ag i TO POINT 

T THE 
ALIENS tee 
OUT  p¥AK 
THERE, AND EZ? 
SUPREME © 


She's right... there 
were plenty of hints 
and clues. 


... But the humber 
Maizono wrote... I 
Still dont know 
what it signifies. 


THE 
MURDER 
TOOK PLACE 
IN NAEGI’S 
Room! 
WHAT 
FURTHER 
PROOF 
DO WE 
NEED?! 


NAEGI GOT 
MAIZONO 
INTO HIS 
ROOM, HE 


§ INTO THE 
ae ue TH- 

Be § alld 
tien fA KILLING 
ear a HER WHILE 

NAEGI oe ens 
WOULD 4 

Bete NERED! 

DONE 

IT...! 


H- 

HOLD uP! 
someone |" 
GOT THAT f 

KNIFE 
FROM THE 
KITCHEN... 

BUT IT 


SPENT ALL 
YESTERDAY 
EVENING IN 
THE DINING 
HALL ANO 
NOTICED 
WHEN THE 
KNIFE WENT 
MISSING... 


wt 
KNOW I 
WASN’T 
ANYWHERE 
NEAR THE 
DINING HALL 
WHEN IT 
DISAP- 
PEARED! 


Tt 
THAT'S 
RIGHT! 
YOU DION’T 
SET FOOT 
IN THE 
DINING 
HALL... 


WELL, 
IF IT 
WASN’T 
HIM, WHO 

TOOK THE 

KNIFE OUT 
OF THE 

KITCHEN 

? 


AS 


THINGS 
STAND, IT SWIMMING 
LEFT ALL FOOL"?! AND 
ON ITS WHAT 
OWN... MAKES YOU 
THINK L’D 
BE NAEGI’S 


ACCOMPLICE 


SAKURA 
AND I 
STUCK 


ASAHINA 
SPENT ALL 
EVENING IN 
THE DINING 

HALL, SHE 
COULD HAVE 
TAKEN 


INDEED, 
EACH OF 
US CAN GIVE 
AN ALIBI 
FOR THE 


Se I 
SYA waric 
wey ONE OF YA 


ss 
WS SNATCHED 


ieee 


SINCE WE 
WATCHED 
THOSE 
OVDS... 


ABODE IN 
ASAHINA’S 
CHAMBERS... 
AYE, SLEPT 
BY HER VERY 


ACTUALLY, 

SOMEONE 

OID COME 
TO THE 
DINING 
HALL... 


ARE 
YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT 

? 


IF 
WHAT 
THEY 
SAY |S 
TRUE... 


ARE YOU : i AYE. 
SAYING a . THINKING 
MAIZONO | 7 BACK, 
| — ‘TWOULO BE 
HARD TO 
SAY THAT 
SHE WAS 
HER USUAL 


NE’ER SO 
MUCH AS 


AS SHE STRODE | 
QUICKLY 
THROUGH 
THE DINING 
HALL TO THE 
KITCHEN... 


CLAIMED 
THAT SHE 
SOJOURNED 
THITHER FOR 
A GLASS OF 
WATER... 
BUT MOST 
LIKELY... THAT 
IS WHEN SHE 
TOOK THE 
KNIFE. 


THEN 
THE CULPRIT 
MUST HAVE 
WRESTLED THE 
KITCHEN KNIFE 
OUT OF 
MAIZONO’S 
HANOS BEFORE 
PROCEEDING 


TO KILL HER ’ 


WITHIT. 


CAME 
TO THE 
DINING 
HALL 
BEFORE 
SHE WAS 
KILLED. 


SHE... 
SHE WAS 
SCARED 

OUT OF HER 
WITS. SHE 
PROBABLY 
WANTED IT 

FOR SELF- 


UNFORTu- 
NATELY 


RUBBED 
A PENCIL 
ACROSS 
THE TOP 
SHEET 
OF THE 
NOTEPAD 
IN NAEGI’S 


DOING SO 
REVEALED 
THIS 
INDENTED 
WRITING. IT’S 
ONE OF THE 
OLDEST 
TRICKS IN THE 
BOOK, BUT 
IT PROVED 
USEFUL. 


IMAGINE 
SHE THEN 
ASKED THE 


THE NOTE 
UNOER 
THEIR 
DOOR. 


a 
KNOW IF 
IWAS AS 
SCARED AS 
SHE WAS, I 
WOULDN'T 
OPEN THE 
DOOR FOR 
ANYONE... 


SHE 
LET THE 
PERPE- 
TRATOR 
INTO THE 

ROOM...BY 
PERSONAL 
INVITATION. 


w THEN 
HOW 


Ld like S 


“discuss Something- 


alone with you. 
Please come to MY 


nameplate on the : + 
door So you don on" 
visit the wrong room 


4 , by mistake, okay? 


Sayaka Mazon 


.. Gh, 
Maizono...? 


CONFUSING 
BY THE 
MINUTE! FOR 


ZA WHAT REASON 


WOULD SHE 


Y HAVE INVITED 


THE CULPRIT 
INTO THE 


That's why 

You traded 

rooms with 
Me... 


UPSIDE 


DOWN, 
GENIUS. 


7 THE 
CLASS 
TRIAL IS 
IN FULL 
CASE SWING... 
HAS TWO BUT 
KEY THAT’S IT 
POINTS FOR THIS 
ey CHAP- 


DON'T 
YA JUST 
LOVE THE 
LOOK ON 
NAEGI'S 
FACE AS 


OH, 
BUT I'M 
SURE YOU 
ALREADY 
FIGURED 
OUT WHO'S 
GUILTY... 
RIGHT? 


LIANVGANARONPA PMBOPFME ME OMRE 


LAN AMMEN 


A SCHOOL OF HOPE... WITH STUDENTS OF DESPA/R/ 


THE ANIMATI&¢V 


AND 
IF YOU GOT 


OUR 
Reto . , TWO-PAGE 


hay RECESS 
WALK YA A = ISOVER! 


f 
BACK TO 
enee => qd THE CLASS 


. TRIAL IN 
STANDS! SESSION! 


AS FAR 
AS THEY’RE 
CONCERNED, 
THISISA 
QUESTION OF 
LIFE OR DEATH... 
SIMILAR TO 
WHETHER A 
BEAR SHOULD 
TAKE A 
BEEHIVE 
BACK TO 
ITS ODEN! 


REASON FOR 
iT. 


... 1h the 
final 
stage of 
the class 
trial? 


Cah you 
wih the 
debate... 


#04 [AEMORMAL ARC: KILL ANDO 
LIVE TO SURVIVE ([DERDLY LIFE) I] . 


WHAT 
IF SHE 
WAS ONLY 
PRETEND- 
ING 
TO BE 
AFRAID? 


THAT'S 
WHY SHE 
WANTED 

TO TRADE 

ROOMS 


THERE'S WITH 
NO WAY Me... 
SHE'D LET 
SOMEONE 
INTO THE 
ROOM 

! 


W-WHAT 


ARE you 
TALKING 
YOU WISH TO ABOUT?! 
KNOW, YOU'LL WHY 
NEED TO LEARN WOULD 
WHAT HAPPENED =f 1 MAIZONO 
AFTER SHE LET w/ \\ DO SOME- 
i re THE PERP INTO \’C A THING LIKE 
; ! 
ANSWERS THE ROOM. THAT?! 
YOU 


SEEK. 


IT 
WAS ON 
DISPLAY IN MY 
ROOM...BUT I’M 
SURE THE 
KILLER USED IT 
AGAINST 
MAIZONO! 


POSITIVE 
THE 
CULPRIT 
ATTACKED 
MAIZONO 


la 
fo 


.} SERVES ME 
\| CORRECTLY... 
| WE ESPIEDA 
4 DISCARDED 
REPLICA 
SWORD AT 
THE SCENE 
OF THE 


.MAIZONO = 
TRIED TO : 
ar THE 
FIGHT BACK it ee 


WITH THE Aes Fen 
KNIFE, BUT | 
THEY BROKE an A epeeiipe 
on oN WITH THAT 
WRIST! \ WS REPLICA 
R\ SWORD... 


THAT’S 
HOW SHE 
GOT THE 

GOLD LEAF 
FROM THE 
REPLICA 
SWORD ON 
HER RIGHT 
WRIST... 


AFTER 
THE CULPRIT 
GOT THE KNIFE 
FROM HER, 
MAIZONO RAN 
INTO THE 
BATHROOM... 


IT 
HAD A 
GOUGE MADE 
BY ABLADED 
INSTRUMENT. 
HOW DO YOU 
THINK THAT GOT 
THERE? 


NOW SO YOU WELL... 
LET’S FLIP MEAN TO MAIZONO 
THINGS SAY THAT MACE IT 
WHAT “\ AROUND. THE KILLER WHEN SHE 
IF THEY ATTACKED WAS TRYING 
GRABBED WHILE THE TO FIGHT 
ron Tre Peed BACK. 
REPLICA 
TO DEFEND aed deco 
THEMSELVES ; 
FROM A 
SURPRISE 
KNIFE 
ATTACK... 


FEOFLE 
GENER- 
ALLY 
ATTACK 
WITH THE 
SWORD 


USING THE 
SHEATHED 
SWORD AT 

FIRST TO 
PARRY THE 
KNIFE 

BLOW? 


DOES THAT 

GOUGE 

FIT INTO 
THIS? 


IN 
OTHER 
WORDS, 
THE 
EVIDENCE 
INDICATES 
THAT 
MAIZONO 
INITIATED 
THE 


SO 
MAIZONO 
WAS AFAR 
CRY FROM AN 
INNOCENT 
VICTIM--SHE 
WAS THE 
AGGRESSOR! 
ISN’T THAT 
RIGHT, 
NAEGI? 


THIS IS 


NO...! 
SHE 


Aone with y 
Please come to an 
, 7M in five mingle Ss. 
Be Sttre to Check Cheri 
nameplate on the 
Zor Se you dont 
S Mist the wrong, 


FOR HER 


INTENDED Ff 


 SUMMON- 
ING 
THEM TO 
NAEGI’S 
ROOM 
WITH HER 
NAME- 
PLATE 
ON THE 
DOOR. 


SHE 
TOOK 
THE 
wAND .LURED  xnife 
THEN OUTTHE from 
AT- TARGET THE 
TACKED WITHA KITCHEN... 
THEM NOTE... 
WITH 
THE 
KNIFE. 


TAKING THIS INTO 
CONSIDERATION, 
I CAN SEE 
WHY SHE WANTED 
TO TRADE 
ROOMS WITH YOU, 


PLATES 

4 WERE 
4 SWAPPED 
? 


.YOU ANO 
MAIZONO 
WERE THE 
ONLY ONES 
WHO KNEW 

THAT YOU 


ALL A RUSE... 
TO TURN 
NAEGI’S 
ROOM INTO 
THE SCENE 
OF THE 
CRIME. 


No... 
LT dont 
IT believe it... 
My aoe WOULD 
“1 NOTHING fool f ALLOW HER 
“1 CAN SWAY A fii i 
“| GENTLE- fei: 
“41 MAN LIKE 
ALADY’S 
TEARS. 
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HA! HA! HA! 
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HA! Ha! 
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TERRIFYING, 
NAEGI...? 


‘) WOMEN 


| 


THE VIXEN 
TOOK YOUR 


WN | PERSONALITY 


INTO 
ACCOUNT 
WHEN 
DEVISING 
THE PLAN. 


YOU'RE 
SUCH A 
GUL- 
LIBLE 
FOOL, 
NAEG|! 


We said... 


.. that we had 
each other's 
backs... 


Ww-Wwe "RE 


Shiites 


\ 


MAIZONO’S 
DYING 
MESSAGE... 


DYING 
MESSAGE 
FOOL. THEY'RE 
REFERRING TO 
Ri selligd THE NUMBER 
B SURPRISING, ff “11037” THAT SHE 


GIVEN THAT § WROTE ON THE 
ITISN’TA : WALL. 
NUMBER. 


BUT I 
COULON’T 
DECODE 
WHAT IT 
MEANS... 


..DOESN’T / 
THE “W" [7 


OH, 
wow! IF 
yOu DON’T 


KINDA THINK OF 
LOOK 5 simeeres 


LIKE AN 
UNFIN- 


ISHED 
a hs | 


Zi 
( 


Y 


ZF 


YET...'N037” 
REMAINS A 
MYSTERY TO 
Me... 


.MAIZONO 


USED HER 
HAND TO 
WRITE THE 
MESSAGE 
WHILE 
LEANING 
AGAINST 
THE 
WALL... 


IN 
ENGLISH... 
'T SPELLS 
“LEON.” 


THAT'S 
JuST SOME 
FREAK 

COINCIDENCE! 
\ THE 
NUMBERS 
TURN INTO 
\ MY NAME IF 
YOU FLIP ’EM 
-| AROUND?! 
THAT'S THE 
MOST FAR- 


BURNED...?! 


TH-THAT A BURNED 
ISN’T ENOUGH SHIRT CUFF 
TO PIN WITH 
THE RAP ON BLOODSTAINS 
: ON IT IN FRONT 
OF THE 


INCINERATOR. 


WHEN 
YOU STABBED 


MAIZONO, 
IT’S SOME OF HER 
NOT LIKE I’M BLOOD GOT ON 
THE ONLY GUY YOUR SHIRT... 
WEARIN’ A ISN’T THAT WHY 
SHIRT AROUND YOU TRIED 
HERE...! TO DISPOSE 


OF IT? 


IF IT WAS 
YAMADA, HE 
WOULD HAVE 
DONE A MORE 
THOROUGH 
JOB 
DESTROYING 
THE EVIDENCE 
PRECISELY 
BECAUSE HE 
IS ON TRASH 
DUTY. 


| ACCORD- 
ING TO 
youR 
= CLUE... 
( HE’S THE 
|] KILLER! 


HOW 
COULD I 


| EVEN GET 


TO THE 
INCINERA- 
TOR, 
ANYWAY? 
THERE’SA 


THIS 
WAS LEFT 
SHAT- 
TERED 
IN FRONT 
OF THE 
INCINERA- 
TOR’S 
CON- 
TROLS. 


ol AT 
WHAT YOU 
USED TO 
HIT THE 
IGNITION 
BUTTON. 


RIGHT, 
A GLASS 
BALL. 


EVER SINCE 


LCEPT 
IT IN THE 
LAUNDRY 
ROOM 
LAST NIGHT!! 


100 MILLION 
YEN ON BOUGHT 
THAT BALL! THE THING 
EVERYTHING AAR; 
I'VE MADE “ff 
FROM 

FORTUNE- MIRACULOUS 

TELLING... LQ CRYSTAL 
j BALL THAT 

+i \ WOULD 
NEVER 


WHAT'RE 
YOU TRYIN’ 
TO PROVE 
WITH THAT 
THING, 
ANYWAY...? 


NOTICE THE 
SIZE OF THE 


THAT BALL 


PN. cA. Y/Y THE GRILLE 
WITH SUCH / SREY ow, SS Gs: AND THE 
PRECISION \' e/a, 


INCINERATOR 
sat 


THE LA 


“ULTIMATE 
BASEBALL 
STAR" 
WAS 
BEHIND 
THIS 
MURDER 


dg 


GOING 
BY THAT 
SAME 
LOGIC, YOU 
BALLED UP 
THE SHIRT 
ANDO THREW f 
‘\IT INTO THE § 


BUT ASA 
RESULT,A 
TELLTALE 
SCRAP OF 

THE 
BURNED 
SHIRT 
ESCAPED 


T'S 
STUPID! 
STUPID! 


STUPID 
wart 


THE 


THAT 
WAS YOUR 
HANDI- 
WORK, 
WASN'T 
i 


DOORKNOB 
ON NAEGI’S 
BATHROOM 
DOOR WAS 
BROKEN. 


: 1 YOu 
I TRIED TO 
DOUBT es lig GO IN AFTER 
—“~ YOUVE xs 2 MAIZONO 
HEARD, BUT eas! | WHEN SHE RAN 
THERE'S A I~ | os INTO THE 
TRICK TO Ye BATHROOM... 
OPENING IT, 1] 
\ OTHER- 
WISE IT 
JAMS. 


UNOER THE 
MISCONCEPTION 
THAT SHE HAD 
LOCKED THE 
DOOR, YOU USED 
YOUR TOOLKIT 
TO BREAK THE 
DOORKNOB AND 
FORCE OPEN 
THE DOOR. 


SUCH, YOUR 
TOOLKIT 
SHOULD 

SHOW 
SIGNS OF 
USAGE. 


KUWATA, 


FOR THE | a) * si oe Ai 


RECORD, I | A goer 
WILL NOT : ker 
ACCEPTTHE | | ||) | | TOOLKIT? 
EXCUSE “I ! | | R 

LOST IT.” 


HAS REACHED 
A CONCLUSION. 
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KUWATA... 
YOU REALLY 


> , DID KILL 


os? D) if Wr DION’T 
WOULD YA 

DO SUCHA 

THING...?! 


IT-IT'S 


ax 


..OR DO YOU 
THINK...I 
SHOULDA 
JUST LET 
THE CRAZY 
BITCH 
KILL ME 
INSTEAD...? 


MAIZONO 
JUST 
HAPPENED 
TO PICK ME 
ASHER 
TARGET... 


CAN SEE 
FROM THE 
CLASS TRIAL 
THAT YOu'vE 
DONE A 
SPLENDID 
JOB 
IDENTIFYING 
THE GUILTY 
PARTY! 


SO WHAT 
SAY WE 


PROCEED 


KUWATA’S 
PUNISH- 
MENT...?! 


RUPTIN' 
THE PEACE! 


FOR DIS- 
AIN'T THAT 


ONE OF 
SOCIETY'S 


THERE 
1S A PRICE 
TOBE PAID 


Ps Ce 
IWAS 
ACTIN’ IN 

DE- 
FENSE. 


SELF- 


<r 


QDIVWHIIS HWkKITY= 


L'VE JUST 
RECENTLY 
REALIZED 
THAT I LIKE 
BASEBALL 
BETTER 
THAN MUSIC 
AFTER 
AC... 


ROAR Za 
i 


TO 


NOT 
READY 


i 


) 


NOW 
THAT'S 
WHAT 
I CALL 
EXTREME 
SPORTS 


igee 


ADRENALINE 
SOAKIN’ 
EVERY INCH 


' @ASYER ~ 
HEADMASTER, * 


I'M MOST 


GRATIFIED TO ° 


SEE THAT YOU 
KIDDOS ARE 
P FINALLY TAKIN' 
THIS MUTUAL- 


, KILLIN' THING 


. SERIOUSLY! 4 


WHADDYA 
THINK OF 
MAIZONO 

NOW, HUH?! 
NICE AND 
PRETTY ON 


THE OUTSIDE... 


AND UNDER 
THAT MASK, 


AND 
I DON'T 
INTEND TO 
PLACE ALL OF 
THE BLAME ON 
KUWATA, 
EITHER. 


NAEGI, 
THISWASA 
GREAT LEARNIN’ 
EXPERIENCE. I 
MEAN, FOR YOU 
IN PARTICULAR. 


SCARY, 
THEM 
ENTER- 
TAINERS, 
AIN'T 
THEY, 
HUH...? 


1M NOT 
GOING TO 
BLAME 
MAIZONO 
FOR WHAT 
SHE DIO. 


SINCE 
MICOLE 
SCHOOL, 
EVERYONE 
HAD LOVED 
HER. SHE 
BECAME 
THE IOOL 


HAPPENED 
BECAUSE OF 
your! 


LEAST, NOT 
IF YOU TRULY 
WISH TO 
AVENGE 


YOU'LL 
SAY TO 
' YERSELVES, 
“I'M SO LUCKY 
THAT I GET 
TO SPEND 
THE REST OF 
MY LIFE IN 
HERE!" 


WAITING 
WITH 
BATED 
BREATH” 
? 


THE 
ONLY REASON 
THIS MURDER DIRECTIN’ 
EVEN HAPPENED AT ME IS 
WAS ‘CAUSE YOU cOM- 
KIDDOS WANTED PLETELY 
OUT. \ 


ON 
THE FLIP 
SIDE, I’VE 
GOT NO 
OOUBT IN MY 
MINO THAT 
ONCE YA 
UNCOVER ALL 
OF THE 
MYSTERIES 
IN THIS 
t| SCHOOL... 


YER 
SCHOOL 
LIVES OF 
MUTUAL 

KILLIN’ 
HAVE 
JUST 

BEGUN. 


LATERS! 
HOPE 
you KIOS 
CONTINUE TO 
ENJOY LIVIN’ 
TOGETHER 


YOu 


WANTED 
ME TO LEARN Beene 
ae ABOUT WHAT I SAID 
plan MAIZONO’S BEFORE THE 
BETRAYAL ON TRIAL...2 ISAID 
DUPED my OWN, DION’T YOU SHOULO BE 
alle YOU? IHAD TO THE ONE TO 
BEIN REALIZE FOR SOLVE THIS 


MADE = MYSELF THAT 


THE IWAS AN 
PRIME IDIOT... 
Sus- } 


PECT. 


IF 
SHE DION’T 
FEAR FOR 
YOUR 
FATE...SHE 
WOULD NOT 
HAVE WRITTEN 
THAT OYING 
MESSAGE. 


MYSTERY. 


SHE WAS 


HESI- 
TANT 
UP UNTIL 
THE MAIZONO 
VERY TRIED TO 
END... FRAME 


YOu. 


AS 
EvI- 
DENCED 
BY THE 
MESSAGE 
SHE LEFT 
BEHIND. 
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AND 
I'LL KEEP 
THEIR 
FEELINGS 
WITH ME... 
AND 
BEAR THE 
WEIGHT... 


AND T’LL 


PEE. 
CARRY 

THE 

MEMORY 
OF MAlI- 
ZONO’S 
DEATH... 
AND 

KUuWweA- 

TA'S... 
Always! 


I'm 
GOING 
TO HOLD 
ON TO 
THEIR 
DEATHS 
FOR- 
EVER... 


onl Fe 
PATH YOU'VE 
CHOSEN |S 
FAR MORE 
ARDUOUS... 


DIO YOU 
KNOW I 
WANTED 
TO SPEAK 
WITH YOU 
ABOUT 
MAI- 
ZONO? 


LTANGANAONPA OB OPFIDE MM OME 


... that we could 
bring it to an ena. 


ZT thought our schoo! 
life of mutual killing was 
going to end... 


ITS 
SUSPICIOUS 
aed VERY 
SUSPICIOUS. 
WOULON’T 
YOu 
AGREE...? 


PECTED... 


7 


But it 
lsh? Over... 
Yer. 


...OUr despair 
Over 
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Welcome to Despair Mail, the place for Ultimate Danganronpa Fans! If you’d 

like to share your thoughts or comments on Danganronpa ... pictures of your 
Danganronpa cosplay ... or your Danganronpa fan art—this is the place for you! 
Send it to the address or e-mail at the top of the page, and remember to use high 
resolution (300 dpi or better) for your photos or images, so it’ll look good in print! 


We have three fans who were kind enough to write in early to kick off Danganronpa Vol. 1, so 
let’s start! We begin with a letter from Mark Zilberts: 


ve been a fan of Danganronpa for quite some time 
now, and when | first got into the series | already had 
the unfortunate knowledge of the murderer of the first 
trial, Leon Kuwata. The reason for this comes down to 
the game's advertising. 

The Japanese trailer for the PS Vita release of 
Danganronpa contained several shots of Leon being 
dragged away with chains. This doesn’t leave much up 
to the imagination and as a result, we are led to be sus- 
picious toward the character. What makes this worse 
is the roll call of characters that has everyone looking 
Straight toward the camera—taken from the game 
as they are reacting to Leon’s execution—except for 
Leon, who is positioned in a different way with his eyes 
rolling back. Comparing this to the original Japanese 
PSP trailer, they used shots from a different build of the 
game and yet still ended it with Leon being dragged 
away. The English trailer does the same thing with the 
roll call, but coupled with a zooming target/crosshairs 
on his face, just to drill the suspicion in further. 

| understand that it is hard to market a game that 
falls into the murder-mystery genre when the trial 
game play is the main focal point, but it’s a shame be- 
cause Leon is actually a pretty good character. Through 
the free-time events in the game, we learn that he 
actually wants to go into music and is tired of baseball, 
which ties into the irony that one of the reasons he was 
caught is because it could only have been him—the 
Ultimate Baseball Star—that could have thrown Ya- 
suhiro’s crystal ball through the small gaps in the grate 
with such accuracy. 

The original Japanese trailer for Danganronpa: The 
Animation did not contain any spoilers, as they actually 


drew scenes for both the trailer and the opening that 
featured the entire cast regardless of situation; the 
roll call for the trailer featured Leon in the same style 
as everyone else and the opening for every episode 
featured the trial room spinning, with every character 
present. Unfortunately the same cannot be said about 
the English trailer for Danganronpa: The Animation. . . | 
recommend anyone trying to get into the series ignore 
all forms of advertising from this English dub for the 
anime; the trailer genuinely spoils everything. 

There was a demo for Danganronpa that was only 
available in Japanese that acted as a spoiler-free way 
to let people try out the game. In this demo it was in 
fact Yasuhiro that died in the bathroom, in much the 
same way, except that he did not write anything on the 
walls like Sayaka did that led to the downfall of Leon. 
This leads to us actually getting to play some parts of 
the first trial with Sayaka being involved. It also hinted 
that the culprit for the first trial is not Leon but instead 
Hifumi due to various mentions of potato grease on the 
floor in the bedroom along with Hifumi’s constant talk 
about potato chips. Although this is mostly speculation 
as far as | can tell, aside from a one-volume manga 
that apparently confirms it, it is still interesting to see 
the different ways that the series has been advertised. 

Thank you for bringing this manga into English! | 
hope that it can bring some more fans into the series 
who might expand into the rest of the Danganronpa 
universe as a result. AA 


It can be tricky sometimes to promote a work 
without showing some of its dramatic scenes, 
which then risk giving away too much of the 
plot. We can see this in a lot of Hollywood movie 


trailers, too. You’re right about the conflict be- 
tween trying to promote the “murder mystery” vs. 
the “trial” aspects of Danganronpa. Courtroom 
cross-examination can be dramatic, but murder 
is more dramatic still, and | guess you can argue 
that the murders come first in Danganronpa, be- 
cause without the crime, you don’t have the trial 
confronting the crime. 

When Dark Horse advertised Danganronpa Vol. 
1 in Previews magazine, | don’t think we did any- 
thing to reveal the identity of Maizono’s murderer 
(i.e., Leon), but we did reveal that Maizono would 
be murdered, by using the image of Naegi scream- 
ing at the discovery of her body. So you could say 
that we spoiled the murder to some extent (I say 
“to some extent,” because you can’t explain what 
Danganronpa is like if you don’t reveal the fact 
that people are going to get murdered), but we did 
not spoil the trial aspect of the story, which, as 
you say, is the focal point of the game play. It’s the 
trial, of course, where Naegi reveals his special 
strength as a character—and as a hero. We could 
also say, of course, that by revealing that Maizono 
dies in vol. 1, we were just keeping to the style of 
the manga itself, which reveals in the preview for 
next time that Fujisaki dies in vol. 2. 

! was trying to explain Danganronpa to some 
people who weren’t familiar with anime, manga, 
or Japanese games. | told them it reminds me 
somewhat of those dystopian young adult novels 
that are so popular these days—you know the 
kind, where teenagers are forced into a situation 
where they have to kill each other or fight for their 
lives. But there’s a big difference in style. How 
should | put it? Danganronpa can be grim and 
dark, but it’s not grimdark. There’s a strong sense 
of the absurd. To kick it old school, it’s almost as 
if you got Monty Python to do some YA dystopia. 

Above everything else, Danganronpa is its 
characters. You can be drawn into this series by 
a single line from a single character, captured 
in a single screencap. | would be afraid that if 
Hollywood ever adapted Danganronpa, they’d 
never let the characters be as gloriously weird, 
bizarre, and individual as the ultimate students 
of Hope’s Peak are. “Uncool,” “cool,” “ugly,” 
“pretty,” “nice,” “mean,” “gender conforming,” 
“gender nonconforming”—every student still 
has their own personal style that shines through. 
Identity and labels are one thing—but personal 


style is another. You sometimes see people who 
greet you in their profile with a long list of identity 
labels they put on themselves ... yet somehow 
they still manage to sound like completely boring 
individuals. | like the Danganronpa approach bet- 
ter. Never mind those labels—have personal style 
instead. Don’t give up all your clues about who 
you are at the start—if someone wants to get to 
know you, make them figure you out! 

And that brings us to the “ordinary” Makoto 
Naegi, whose style doesn’t get to show itself 
until he gets into the courtroom and reveals 
himself to be a natural-born trial attorney. This 
is actually a more exotic skill in the eyes of 
Danganronpa’s original Japanese audience 
than it is to English-speaking fans. As you may 
know, Japan doesn’t have the centuries-long 
tradition of cross-examinations in front of a 
jury that you find in common-law systems like 
those of the US, Canada, and the UK—Japan 
didn’t even begin using jury trials until 2009 (in- 
stead, accused people faced a panel of judges), 
and even now the system still requires three 
judges to be members of the jury. On the other 
hand, members of a jury can do things in Japan 
that they can’t do in America, such as ask ques- 
tions directly of a witness. If you would like to 
see how a real murder trial might work in Japan 
(complete with clues and cross-examinations), 
check out vol. 13 of The Kurosagi Corpse Delivery 
Service from Dark Horse. 

In addition to our first letter, we’ve also re- 
ceived our first fan art! The illustration of Junko 
Enoshima is by Shelby Goldsmith. The illustra- 
tions of Byakuya Togami and Toko Fukawa (also 
known as...) are by Amie Palmer-Cutter. Thank 
you both very much! And everyone else, please 
feel free to send in your own letters, art, cos- 
play photos, or anything Danganronpa related 
to Despair Mail! See you in vol. 2 (rhymes with 
U PU PUU!). 


—CGH 


PS. I’m sure many fans are aware of this, but part of the dark 
humor of Danganronpa is that in the original Japanese ver- 
sion, Monokuma is voiced by Nobuyo Oyama, most famous 
for the also-cuddly (but much nicer) rotund robot cat, Dorae- 
mon. The manga is making reference to Doraemon on page 
20, panel 1 and on page 69, panel 2 (and also in panel 3 to 
Korosuke, another character from the creator of Doraemon). 
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illustration by 
Shelby Goldsmith 


illustrations by 
Amie Palmer-Cutter 
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A SCHOOL OF HOPE... WITH STUDENTS OF DESPATlAY/ 


THE ANIMATI&ZV 


YOUR FIRST DAY OF CLASS 
WILL BE... MURDER!!! 


Welcome to Hope’s Peak Academy, which 
selects only the elite . . . plus one ordinary 
student, chosen by lottery. Makoto Naegi 

was that lucky person—or so he thought! 

When he shows up for class, he finds 

the students are a bizarre cast of odd- 
balls under the ruthless authority of a robot 
teddy bear principal, Monokuma. The bear 
lays down the school rules: the only way out of 
Hope’s Peak is to not only murder another stu- 
dent .. . but get away with it, in a tribunal where 
the survivors cross-examine each other! 


Inspired by the Danganronpa video game series from NIS 
America and now on Steam. . . based on the anime series from 
Funimation! The first Danganronpa manga to be released in English 
has twists and turns of its own! 
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